Treating serious infections: focus on cefepime.
Antibiotic resistance among medically important pathogens is curtailing the therapeutic value of many of the standard broad-spectrum antibiotics used for empiric treatment of serious infections. This article presents a brief overview of the etiology of serious infections and the threat of emerging resistance, and reviews the adverse impact of inadequate empiric treatment on patient outcomes and hospital ecology. The treatment of two clinically important infections with cefepime--pneumonia in hospitalized patients and febrile neutropenia--also is discussed.